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soeatett
. Lowings : Pedagogical Documentation in The Daily Life of a School

In this presentation we will use real examples of pedagogical documentation

—

from a nursery school in the UK to share the value of documentation practices for
teachers, children and parents. We are a researching school with a creative,
ecological curriculum that promotes active participation from all protagonists in
the community. We are inspired by constructivist theories and the pedagogical
philosophy of the preschools in Reggio Emilia, in particular the ecological ideas of
learning and communication proposed by Gregory Bateson.
Through the sharing of projects based on the local environment, using annotated
digital images and video examples we will, (1)Show the way in which
documentation increases the critical analysis and effectiveness of teachers in planning and evaluation, (2)Give
examples of how these processes impact the meta cognitive development of children and adults, (3)Share
strategies to integrate these processes into the school day.
Working with pedagogical documentation is to live and work with the known, the unknown and the

unexpected, it is both a logical and creative act, and as such it brings vitality to our daily life in school.
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G. Dahlberg : Pedagogical documentation as key for change and transformation of early
childhood education

In this presentation we will present our understanding of pedagogical

documentation, both with inspiration from the pedagogical philosophy of the schools
in Reggio Emilia, as well as in relation to theoretical and philosophical perspectives
not so commonly used in the field of early childhood education, such as Michel
Foucault, Felix Guattari and Gilles Deleuze (see further Dahlberg, Moss and Pence,
1999/2013 ; Dahlberg and Moss, 2005) . Specifically, three understandings of
pedagogical documentation will be described. Pedagogical documentation as: (1)as a
relational attitude and tool for following and challenging children’s and teachers’
learning processes:; (2)as a tool for challenging dominant discourses:such as our image of the child and the
pedagogue, knowledge and learning, and the environment: (3)as a creative and transformative force and as a
tool for taking care of children’ s desire and vitality in different events. These understandings all share the
idea of pedagogical documentation as a democratic practice, and as a basis for participation between children,
pedagogues, parents, but also with politicians, researchers and other citizens. To construct conditions for such a
practice we stress the importance of the ‘atelier’ and the ‘atelierista’ that Reggio Emilia has built into each

preschool.
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